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‘Spy Master’s

Network

FEast German Runs
Thousands of Agents

By William Drosdiak
Washington Post Poreign Service
BONN, Aug. 28—He is often

cited as the model for John le
rre’s ical master Karla,

-arre’s mythical spy master Kar
_ but_to western intelligence expérts
the_exploits of Markus Wolf, East

Germany’s chief of foreign_espio-
nage for the past three decades, are
all too real.

efection last week of one of
Bonn's top counterspies, Hans Jo-
achim Tiedge, is only the latest in a
series of espionage coups that con-
sistently remind West German au-
thorities of the vulnerability of their
free society to the Communist su-
perspook.

Renowned as a clever innovator
in a rigid totalitarian system, Wolf
has been aided inestimably by
Bonn's open-door policy to German
refugees and the common language
and cuiture linking two rival states
across the East-West divide. At
least 3,000 spies are believed to
have infiltrated West German insti-
tutions, with thousands of other
informers and “sleepers” poised to
serve East Berlin’s needs, accord-
ing to Interior Ministry officials in
Bonn.

Wolf was raised in the Stuttgart

-area of what is now West Germany

by communist parents, who fled to
the Soviet Union when the Nazis
came to power. There he picked up
the nickname “Mischa” and re-
ceived his education at Moscow
University and a training school run
by the Comintern, or third Commu-
nist International.

When the German Democratic
Republic was formed, he joined its
diplomatic service and undertook
his first two-year assignment in
Moscow. Wolf then joined the Min-
istry for State Security, the formi-
dable intelligence apparatus known
as the “sword and shield of social-
ism” that was set up under clese
Soviet supervision.
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Known by the dreaded abbrevi-
ation Stasi, the ministry was as-
signed the tasks of suppressing in-
ternal dissent, controlling the heavi-
ly guarded borders, monitoring for-
eigners inside the country and car-
rying out foreign espionage. At g'he
age of 33, thanks to hi
and thorough Soviet training, Walf
was placed in charge of foreign in-
telligence operations.

In that role, Wolf has earned the
grudging respect of his opponents
in espionage on the western side of
the Berlin Wall.

“Wolf has a lot of brains, expe-
rience and patience,” said a western
inteiligence official. “But most of all,
he’s got the cards stacked in his
favor in dealing with an open soci-
ety [in West Germany] in the same
language.”

In the treacherous realm of es-
pionage, Wolf also has endured a
few blows to his prestige. In 1979
Werner Stiller, a lieutenant in East

German intelligence _and _one of
Wolf's bright ;Oung proteges, de-
fected to the West.

Stiller, then 31, had been active
in running agents in western nucle-
ar centers, among other things. His
defection led to the arrest of 17
East German agents and caused 15
others to flee across the border.

Nonetheless, Wolf's reputation
has been so enhanced by valuable
acquisitions, such as Tiedge, that he
remains the obvious choice to be-
come head of the entire Ministry
for State Security as soon as the
ailing. 78-vear-old Erich Mielke

steps down. Wolf's methods as a

spy master run from the brilliant to
tg banal, His most clever tactic,

according to intelligence sources, is
a_refinement of for i

called “seamiess penetration.”
From the 1,000 to 2,000 West
Germans who move to the East ev-
ery year, Wolf's department con-
fiscates identity papers and turns
them over to agents who then enter
West Germany through a third
country. Sweden, France and Can-
ada are described. as favored
choices.
_ The spy simply renews the can-
ciled registration of the West Ger-
man who has left the country with
West German. police once he ar-
rives, He faces no risk of a comput-

er spotting flaws in forged docu-
ments, and since the police usually
only bother to check the last depar-
ture point, he enters with a “clean”
western background.

Two of the spy suspects who van-
ished from Bonn in recent weeks
were ascertained to have settled in
Wegt Germang in this manner, in-
cluding Sonja Lueneburg, the pri-
vate secretary of Economics Min-
ister Martin who had
assumed the identity of a West Ber-
lin hair dresser before coming to
Bonn from Colmar, France, neatly
two decades ago. !

In addition, Walif's spies are ac-
complished practictioners of more
mundane techniques such as luring
lonely Bonn secretaries to betray
classified material in return for
pledges of love or marriage. East
Berlin’s “Romeos” are known to
cruise Bonn bars on weekends seek-
ing to seduce secretaries or to ap-
proach those enjoying cheap hob-
days at Black Sea resorts. .

East Berlin’s spies have also
started to cultivate West Ger-

many’'s 2 million by
scouring “jobs wanted”- listings in
newspapers to recruit des-
perate for work., West sty-'
dents also are drawn into spying for

the East through dummy research
organizations that offer substanti§l

fees for useful commertidl, political
or stragetic papers. g
Latelv. East Germany his

worked hard at gathering technol-
ogy secrets with considerable suc-
cess. A report by Bonn's Interior
Ministry says East Germany de-
votes perhaps $3 million every year
to economic espionage but reaps
$170.milllon in research and devel-
opment savings.

Many agents are planted among
the hordes of East Germans who
reject the Communist system and
settle in the West after a long wait
for exit visss. Intelli special-
ists_attributed iast year's massive
wave of 40,000 refugees permitted
to leave East Germany in part to
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East Berlin’s desire to “seed” a new i
generation of long-term agents who |
will strive to attain influential posi- |
tions in politics and industry. One of
Wolf's most accomplished “seeds”
was Guenter Guillaume, who left
East Germany in 1956 and became
active in the Social Democratic Par-
ty. He gradually worked his way up
the ladder and joined then-chancel-
lor Willy Brandt’s staff as a personal
adviser in 1973. Guillaume was ex-
posed as a communist agent 15
months later, but not before he was
able to gain access to a trove of clas-
sified matter. He was given a 13-
year prison term but was released in
1981 in a spy swap.
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